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[64 FR 72775, Dec. 28, 1999, as amended at 65 FR 218, 219, Jan. 4, 2000; 65 FR 3127, Jan. 20, 2000; 
65 FR 14470, Mar. 17, 2000; 65 FR 15863, Mar. 24, 2000; 65 FR 18432, Apr. 7, 2000; 65 FR 25285, May 
1, 2000; 65 FR 36328, June 8, 2000; 65 FR 40052, June 29, 2000; 65 FR 41002, July 3, 2000; 65 FR 
76935, Dec. 8, 2000; 67 FR 51759, Aug. 9, 2002; 68 FR 46, Jan. 2, 2003; 68 FR 7427, Feb. 14, 2003; 
68 FR 8422, Feb. 20, 2003; 68 FR 19355, Apr. 21, 2003]

§ 250.199 Paperwork Reduction Act 
statements—information collection. 

(a) OMB has approved the informa-
tion collection requirements in part 250 
under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. The table in 
paragraph (e) of this section lists the 
subpart in the rule requiring the infor-
mation and its title, provides the OMB 
control number, and summarizes the 
reasons for collecting the information 
and how MMS uses the information. 
The associated MMS forms required by 
this part are listed at the end of this 
table with the relevant information. 

(b) Respondents are OCS oil, gas, and 
sulphur lessees and operators. The re-
quirement to respond to the informa-
tion collections in this part is man-
dated under the Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et 
seq.) and the Act’s Amendments of 1978 
(43 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.). Some responses 
are also required to obtain or retain a 
benefit or may be voluntary. Propri-
etary information will be protected 

under § 250.196, Data and information to 
be made available to the public; parts 
251 and 252; and the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and its imple-
menting regulations at 43 CFR part 2. 

(c) The Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995 requires us to inform the public 
that an agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and you are not required to re-
spond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

(d) Send comments regarding any as-
pect of the collections of information 
under this part, including suggestions 
for reducing the burden, to the Infor-
mation Collection Clearance Officer, 
Minerals Management Service, Mail 
Stop 4230, 1849 C Street, NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20240. 

(e) MMS is collecting this informa-
tion for the reasons given in the fol-
lowing table:

30 CFR 250 subpart/title (OMB control No.) Reasons for collecting information and how used 

(1) Subpart A, General (1010–0114) .......................................... To inform MMS of actions taken to comply with general oper-
ational requirements on the OCS. To ensure that operations 
on the OCS meet statutory and regulatory requirements, are 
safe and protect the environment, and result in diligent ex-
ploration, development, and production on OCS leases. To 
support the unproved and proved reserve estimation, re-
source assessment, and fair market value determinations. 

(2) Subpart B, Exploration and Development and Production 
Plans (1010–0049).

To inform MMS, States, and the public of planned exploration, 
development, and production operations on the OCS. To en-
sure that operations on the OCS are planned to comply with 
statutory and regulatory requirements, will be safe and pro-
tect the human, marine, and coastal environment, and will 
result in diligent exploration, development, and production of 
leases. 

(3) Subpart C, Pollution Prevention and Control (1010–0057) ... To inform MMS of measures to be taken to prevent water and 
air pollution. To ensure that appropriate measures are taken 
to prevent water and air pollution. 

(4) Subpart D, Oil and Gas Drilling Operations (1010–0141) ..... To inform MMS of the equipment and procedures to be used in 
drilling operations on the OCS. To ensure that drilling oper-
ations are safe and protect the human, marine, and coastal 
environment. 

(5) Subpart E, Oil and Gas Well-Completion Operations (1010–
0067).

To inform MMS of the equipment and procedures to be used in 
well-completion operations on the OCS. To ensure that well-
completion operations are safe and protect the human, ma-
rine, and coastal environment. 

(6) Subpart F, Oil and Gas Well-Workover Operations (1010–
0043).

To inform MMS of the equipment and procedures to be used 
during well-workover operations on the OCS. To ensure that 
well-workover operations are safe and protect the human, 
marine, and coastal environment. 

(7) Subpart H, Oil and Gas Production Safety Systems (1010–
0059).

To inform MMS of the equipment and procedures to be used 
during production operations on the OCS. To ensure that 
production operations are safe and protect the human, ma-
rine, and coastal environment. 
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30 CFR 250 subpart/title (OMB control No.) Reasons for collecting information and how used 

(8) Subpart I, Platforms and Structures (1010–0058) ................. To provide MMS with information regarding the design, fabrica-
tion, and installation of platforms on the OCS. To ensure the 
structural integrity of platforms installed on the OCS. 

(9) Subpart J, Pipelines and Pipeline Rights-of-Way (1010–
0050).

To provide MMS with information regarding the design, instal-
lation, and operation of pipelines on the OCS. To ensure 
that pipeline operations are safe and protect the human, ma-
rine, and coastal environment. 

(10) Subpart K, Oil and Gas Production Rates (1010–0041) ..... To inform MMS of production rates for hydrocarbons produced 
on the OCS. To ensure economic maximization of ultimate 
hydrocarbon recovery. 

(11) Subpart L, Oil and Gas Production Measurement, Surface 
Commingling, and Security (1010–0051).

To inform MMS of the measurement of production, commin-
gling of hydrocarbons, and site security plans. To ensure 
that produced hydrocarbons are measured and commingled 
to provide for accurate royalty payments and security is 
maintained. 

(12) Subpart M, Unitization (1010–0068) .................................... To inform MMS of the unitization of leases. To ensure that 
unitization prevents waste, conserves natural resources, and 
protects correlative rights. 

(13) Subpart N, Remedies and Penalties (1010–0121) .............. The requirements in subpart N are exempt from the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 according to 5 CFR 1320.4. 

(14) Subpart O, Training (1010–0078) ........................................ To inform MMS of training program curricula, course sched-
ules, and attendance. To ensure that training programs are 
technically accurate and sufficient to meet safety and envi-
ronmental requirements, and that workers are properly 
trained to operate on the OCS. 

(15) Subpart P, Sulphur Operations (1010–0086) ...................... To inform MMS of sulphur exploration and development oper-
ations on the OCS. To ensure that OCS sulphur operations 
are safe; protect the human, marine, and coastal environ-
ment; and will result in diligent exploration, development, 
and production of sulphur leases. 

(16) Subpart Q, Decommissioning Activities (1010–0142) ......... To determine that decommissioning activities comply with reg-
ulatory requirements and approvals. To ensure that site 
clearance and platform or pipeline removal are properly per-
formed to protect marine life and the environment and do not 
conflict with other users of the OCS. 

(17) Forms MMS–123, Application for Permit to Drill, and 
MMS–123S, Supplemental APD Information Sheet, Subparts 
D, E, P (1010–0044 and 1010–0131).

To inform MMS of the procedures and equipment to be used in 
drilling operations. To ensure that drilling and well-comple-
tion are safe and protect the environment, use adequate 
equipment, conform with provisions of the lease, and the 
public is informed. 

(18) Form MMS–124, Sundry Notices & Reports on Wells, 
Subparts D, E, F, G, P (1010–0045).

To inform MMS of well-completion and well-workover oper-
ations, changes to any ongoing well operations, and well 
abandonment operations. To ensure that MMS has up-to-
date and accurate information on OCS drilling and other 
lease operations; operations are safe and protect the 
human, marine, and coastal environment; abandoned sites 
are cleared of obstructions; and the public is informed. 

(19) Form MMS–125, Well Summary Report, Subparts D, E, F, 
P (1010–0046).

To inform MMS of the results of well-completion or well-
workover operations or changes in well status or condition. 
To ensure that MMS has up-to-date and accurate informa-
tion on the status and condition of wells. 

(20) Form MMS–126, Well Potential Test Report, Subpart K 
(1010–0039).

To inform MMS of the production potential of an oil or gas well 
and to verify a requested production rate. To ensure that 
production results in ultimate full recovery of hydrocarbons, 
and energy resources are produced at a prudent rate. 

(21) Form MMS–127, Request for Reservoir Maximum Effi-
ciency Rate (MER), Subpart K (1010–0018).

To inform MMS of data concerning oil and gas well-completion 
in a rate-sensitive reservoir and to verify requested efficiency 
rate. To ensure that reservoirs are classified correctly and 
the requested production rate will not waste oil or gas. 

(22) Form MMS–128, Semiannual Well Test Report, Subpart K 
(1010–0017).

To inform MMS of the status and capacity of gas wells and 
verify production capacity. To ensure that depletion of res-
ervoirs results in greatest ultimate recovery of hydrocarbons. 

(23) Form MMS–131, Performance Measures Data (Voluntary) 
(1010–0112).

To collect data related to a set of performance measures. To 
evaluate the effectiveness of industry’s continued improve-
ment of safety and environmental management in the OCS. 

(24) Form MMS–132, Evacuation Statistics (used in the GOM 
Region), Subpart A (1010–0114).

To inform MMS in the event of a major disruption in the avail-
ability and supply of natural gas and oil due to natural occur-
rences/hurricanes. To advise the USCG of rescue needs, 
and to alert the news media and interested public entities 
when production is shut in and when resumed. 
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30 CFR 250 subpart/title (OMB control No.) Reasons for collecting information and how used 

(25) Form MMS–133, Weekly Activity Report (used in the GOM 
Region), Subpart D (1010–0132).

To inform MMS of well status, well and casing tests, and well 
casing configuration data. To have accurate data and infor-
mation on the wells under MMS jurisdiction to ensure com-
pliance with approved plans. 

[64 FR 72775, Dec. 28, 1999, as amended at 67 
FR 35405, May 17, 2002; 68 FR 8422, Feb. 20, 
2003]

Subpart B—Exploration and Devel-
opment and Production Plans

§ 250.200 General requirements. 
All exploration, development, and 

production activities except for pre-
liminary activities shall be conducted 
in accordance with an Exploration 
Plan or a Development and Production 
Plan approved by the Regional Super-
visor. A proposed plan may apply to 
one or more leases held by an indi-
vidual lessee or may be submitted by a 
group of lessees. The Regional Super-
visor may authorize lessees to jointly 
submit environmental information for 
leases that are in the same planning 
area and have similar environmental 
conditions. Any reference in this part 
to a Development and Production Plan 
shall be considered to include the De-
velopment Operations Coordination 
Document used in the western Gulf of 
Mexico (GOM) (see § 250.204(d)). 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988; 53 FR 26067, July 11, 
1988. Redesignated and amended at 63 FR 
29479, 29485, May 29, 1998]

§ 250.201 Preliminary activities. 
Preliminary activities are geological, 

geophysical, and other surveys nec-
essary to develop a comprehensive Ex-
ploration Plan or Development and 
Production Plan. Such preliminary ac-
tivities are those which do not result 
in any physical penetration of the sea-
bed of greater than 500 feet and which 
do not result in any significant adverse 
impact on the natural resources of the 
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). The Re-
gional Supervisor may require prior 
notification of the type, scope, and 
timing of any survey.

§ 250.202 Well location and spacing. 
(a) The Regional Supervisor is au-

thorized to approve well location and 

spacing programs necessary for explo-
ration and development of a leased sul-
phur deposit or fluid hydrocarbon res-
ervoir giving consideration to, among 
other factors, the location of drilling 
units and platforms, extent and thick-
ness of the sulphur deposit, geological 
and other reservoir characteristics, 
number of wells that can be economi-
cally drilled, protection of correlative 
rights, optimum recovery of resources, 
minimization of risk to the environ-
ment, and prevention of any unreason-
able interference with other uses of the 
OCS. Well location and spacing pro-
grams shall be determined independ-
ently for each leased sulphur deposit or 
hydrocarbon-bearing reservoir in a 
manner that will locate wells in the op-
timum position for the most effective 
production of sulphur and/or reservoir 
fluids and avoid the drilling of unnec-
essary wells. 

(b) For wells which could intersect or 
drain an offset property, the Regional 
Supervisor may require special meas-
ures to protect the rights of the lessor 
and objecting offset lessees. 

(c) The lessee shall drill and produce 
the wells the Regional Supervisor de-
termines are necessary to protect the 
lessor from loss by reason of produc-
tion on other properties or in lieu 
thereof, with the approval of the Re-
gional Supervisor, pay a sum deter-
mined by the Regional Supervisor as 
adequate to compensate the lessor for 
the lessee’s failure to drill and produce 
any well. Payment of that sum shall be 
considered as the equivalent of produc-
tion in paying quantities for the pur-
pose of extending the lease term. 

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 47752, Nov. 15, 1990; 56 FR 32099, July 15, 
1991. Redesignated at 63 FR 29749, May 29, 
1998]

§ 250.203 Exploration Plan. 

(a) The leasee shall submit for ap-
proval an Exploration Plan which in-
cludes the following: 
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